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MESSAGE FROM

Karin

AS MENTIONED IN PREVIOUS
NEWSLETTERS, WE HAVE
EXPERIENCED A NUMBER OF HIGHS
AND LOWS DURING THIS SECOND
YEAR OF THE HOSPITAL’S EXISTENCE.

This procedure
is a world first
in pangolins.

The year end for Joburgers means time to take road trips, go on holiday and relax. These holiday
adventures bring with them road accidents which could mean injured animals. Thankfully, our
hospital is open over the festive season. We urge people to be aware that wildlife frequently crosses
or hunts alongside roads, especially at night.
Our country is in its third year of drought. Many animals are suffering and severely compromised due
to the lack of rain and food as a result of the drought. If you find an animal on your holiday that you
think might need help, please contact us to ask for advice before taking any action.
Sometimes, people find animals in a different province along their journey and bring them home to
another province. Do not do this. Our beautiful provinces are the habitat for many different species.
However, that does not mean that every species can live in every province. The terrain is different,
and the habitats (weather, food, water availability) are too. Animals may die if removed from their
natural habitat. If you find an animal in areas other than Johannesburg, please phone us and we will
direct you to the nearest veterinary hospital or permitted wildlife rehabilitation centre. We work with
vets in other provinces, and have a network of ethical wildlife professionals throughout southern
Africa who can help you wherever you are.

During this time of year in particular, we need more food for our ever-increasing patient numbers –
especially insects. Insects are used to feed a large variety of species, such as birds, bats, genets,
mongooses, some reptiles etc. We have a number of animals at the hospital (70% of our patients) who
rely on this diet. If you are willing to assist, you can contact JoziBugs to have your donation delivered
directly to us. Please read the section on our special animal hampers to see what you would like to
contribute to our hospital. Our animals (and humans) appreciate gifts as much as you do.

I am happy to provide feedback on a miracle
patient, the pangolin Aura. She is well and
going from strength to strength after her plasma
transfusion in November. She is improving, is
stabilised, and eating unassisted. If you missed
her story, have a look at our previous newsletter.
The staff at Rhino Revolution are taking very
good care of her.

Newsletter theme
It’s about Christmas and cute animals
The end of the year is upon us. Looking back, we could not have imagined all
that we have accomplished this year. We could not have done it without all our
wildlife warriors.
Thank you
Dr Karin Lourens

The big bang

Fireworks are illegal in residential areas. Despite this, some celebrations still involve fireworks. Fireworks distress and cause great
damage amongst urban wildlife. Birds fly off their roosts, get disorientated and fly into windows and other hazards. Mammals abandon
their young out of fear, run across roads and into fencing in an attempt to escape. Captive animals in rehabilitation facilities injure
themselves trying to escape from enclosures. EcoSolutions Urban Ecology has found fledgeling owls badly injured from collisions
caused by disorientation. Bats, which hunt through echolocation, are disorientated by fireworks and this negatively affects their
feeding patterns. These are just a handful of examples of the detrimental effect that fireworks have on urban wildlife.
The following information provided by the NSPCA (Dr ME de Vries (BVSc)) will give you an idea of the differences in sound that animals
hear compared to us. We have used information for cats and dogs in this case, but the same applies to wildlife too.
The pitch of the top end of sound is measured in Hertz (Hz) and the lower end of sound is measured in decibels (dB).
A practical example of how sound impacts our animals is that the lowest pitch a dog can hear is around 60 Hz – this is the same as
the lowest key on a piano. They can hear sounds at least two-and-a-half octaves higher than humans. Therefore, dogs and cats
respond to dog whistles. The sound is too high for us to hear, but is within their hearing range.
This explains why dogs and cats are so terrified by the sound of fireworks. To us, they may not seem so loud, but they are at
least five times louder to our pets and to wild animals.

A whisper is about 30 dB, which a dog can hear from almost three times as far away as a human.
Cats are even more sensitive to these soft sounds than dogs.

Fireworks
are illegal in
residential
areas.

The noise from fireworks is also different to that of a thunder storm.
Animals hear what we can’t and often, such as when natural events occur, they feel the changing drop in atmospheric pressure, for example.
Have you seen how animals’ behaviour changes right before a storm, almost as though they have a sixth sense? Fireworks have no warning
system and create sudden panic and fear. Domestic animals are used to human sounds, such as voices and music, and wild animals are used to the
sounds of nature and their environment.
There is nothing we can do for a distressed animal except try to pacify them. Be patient and calm when dealing with animals in these situations.

Life is about the journey
Migratory birds visit South Africa from across the world, including Mongolia, Pakistan, and Siberia, spending the summer months here.
Lesser Kestrels and Amur Falcons are among these impressive birds and arrive in South Africa In November, following the rains. These small raptors roost communally,
often in eucalyptus and pine trees and some of these roosts hold up to 20,000 birds such as the one in Newcastle, KZN. A female Amur falcon was fitted with telemetry to
record her journey. It was found that in two years, the bird had travelled over 60,000 kilometres, a distance which could circle the earth one and a half times!
You will often find these small raptors hunting locusts over crops. Both species are insectivorous while the Lesser Kestrel also predates on small vertebrates such as
rodents and lizards. These birds are a natural pest control for crop farmers who should avoid the use of pesticides which are deadly to the birds.

Birds are not the only
ones who travel great
distances over this period.
There is an abundant
species, Homo Sapiens
(common name: human),
that travels for pleasure
during this time.

Did you know

The Amur Falcon travels one of the longest migration routes of all bird species. They follow the earth’s
hemispheric summers. From June to July each year, they breed mainly in Mongolia, India, Siberia and China.
From August to November, they start making their journey towards southern Africa. Along the way they pass
through the south of India, the UAE, various south-eastern Asian countries, and northern Africa. From
December to February, most falcons continue their flight via mainly eastern Africa, making their way to
southern Africa. During the months of March to May, they travel the same journey back to the northern
hemisphere to reach their breeding ground in time.

Some Homo Sapiens think it’s okay to litter. Some of the sounds they make include, “It’s an apple core, surely I can throw it out the window?
It’s natural”. As the human drives from Joburg through the Karoo to visit the Cape, he tosses his litter out onto the road. The next dustbin will
be at the next petrol station, which is 100km away. He is driving through no-man’s land. Surely it will be fine?
Don’t throw litter out the car, even if it is food. It damages the environment with unnatural waste, and your apple core causes more damage
than you may think...

One piece of food waste can cause a domino effect:
Food littering
attracts animals,
who could be hit
by a car.

Predators venture
towards the road
kill, and could also
get hit by a car.

The result of
one piece of
food affects
many lives.

If it is safe for you to do so, please move road kill off the road to reduce the death toll of our wildlife. We can also minimise the number of
unnecessary deaths if we obey speed limits and be cognisant that there may be wildlife on our roads.

Corporate sponsorship
We are on a search to find our first corporate sponsor.
We are searching for our first corporate sponsor to help us gain the security of an annuity income. Our relationship will be
a mutually beneficial one in that you will be highlighted across our social media, you will be recognised as a conscious and
compassionate corporate citizen. Our wildlife hospital is a pioneer in our field, dealing with high-profile species such as
pangolin and achieving world firsts in treatments and research. By supporting this work, you will be the first to walk this
exciting path with us. We know that people and companies support causes that are close to their heart and we believe that
your commitment should also be an investment that provides a return of more than gratitude.

Facts

Johannesburg Wildlife Veterinary Hospital has been a registered public benefit organisation since 15 March 2017.
We will provide you with Section 18A certificates for tax benefit purposes. Upon receipt, your company will be entitled to a
deduction from taxable income. We are looking to partner with a company that believes in the ethical treatment of all wildlife.
Having a corporate sponsor is necessary to assist with our basic and extra costs, not limited to financial ones. We travel
thousands of kilometres to facilitate release processes of rehabilitated wildlife. Costly medical supplies are used in our
veterinary hospital daily, to treat a variety of injuries and diseases. There are many ways to support a specialised facility such
as ours, and we invite you to reach out to offer that support.
Detailed financial breakdowns and goals of growth will be provided if required. Please email us on jhbsmallwildlife@gmail.com.

Fundraiser
We would like to arrange a regular fundraiser for our hospital. If you have a sports team, school function, event, or similar, we would love to play a part.
We have some small items, such as pens and stickers, to give away as prizes if you hold a raffle or fundraiser in support of our hospital. Contact us for
more information.

www.johannesburgwildlifevet.com

+27 71 248 1514

jhbsmallwildlife@gmail.com

Donate a festive hamper
If you are for the spirit of giving, and would like to send our feathered,
furred, scaled or winged friends a special festive gift (and help our
team continue the sterling work they do), we have the following
hampers available:
GARDEN BIRD

RAPTOR

BABY ANTELOPE

OTTER CUB

Crickets
Mealworms

Mice
Rats

Nestlé Nespray
Pouring cream
Eggs
Lamb teat

Tilapia
Crab
Ideal milk

0
R16

R60

BABY BAT

GENET

Royal Canin
Babycat Milk
Mealworms
Hills a/d

Crickets
Mice
Pinkies
Royal Canin
Babycat Milk

1
R29

8
R18

WILDLIFE TEAM

0
R41

Vital multivitamin
Aromatherapy
candle
Jacobs Coffee

6
R46

Click HERE to donate your hamper.

6
R45

Have you met
Michelle Watson

Sarah Kempen

Michelle’s life revolves around rescuing and rehabilitating wildlife.
She is very passionate and works tirelessly every day to keep our
hospital running smoothly. Many nights are spent trying to reunite
an animal with its mother, often into the early hours of the
morning. While caring unconditionally for all our patients, Michelle
has a passion and high success rate in raising orphaned baby
mammals, particularly genets. Her other passion is art and she
keeps busy on weekends by doing murals to earn extra income.

In addition to working full-time, Sarah volunteers in many ways.
Most importantly, she runs and oversees our website, and
Instagram and Facebook pages. She is a slave driver when it comes
to admin, and her fresh ideas and input are the reasons for our
social media success. Her hobbies include running with her dogs
and baking MasterChef-worthy desserts – which she shares with
us on a regular basis, preventing us from wasting away.
Thank you, Sarah, you are appreciated – please never stop feeding us.

Thank you, Michelle, for your unstoppable passion.

Georgina Lackinger

Ashleigh Pienaar

Georgie is one of our long-time, very special volunteers. She works
quietly in the background, liaising with local SPCAs to rescue
wildlife, and often travelling vast distances to ensure an animal’s
safety. She donates her time and finances without hesitation and
we are constantly blown away by her unrelenting generosity.

Ash began volunteering with us last year, and is the only 17-year-old
we have agreed to having as a permanent volunteer – what a
blessing this decision was! She has proven to be a fast learner and
is now an experienced baby mammal raiser with a special interest
in bats. Her photographic skills are unrivalled, and her talents
made our 2019 calendar possible.

Thank you, Georgie, we see and appreciate all you do.
We are lucky to have you, Ash. Good luck with your veterinary
studies next year.

Lauren Beckley

Marina Davis

Lauren’s day job is practice manager for Midrand Veterinary
Hospital. She volunteers all her free time to our hospital.
Her passion is all things primate, from the smallest bushbaby
to the biggest male baboon – and astonishingly enough, they all
love her back. When she isn’t playing with monkeys, she raises
neonate mammals. Her other loves include her four crazy dogs
and wearing pink flamingo slippers.

Marina is our only volunteer in Pretoria, and therefore has the
mammoth task of collecting and caring for the vast numbers of
wildlife in that area. She facilitates many releases and her happiest
moments are spent watching our patients being set free. Her
determination and passion are unparalleled, and her motherly
compassion has no bounds.
Thank you, Marina, your hard work does not go unnoticed.

Thank you, Lauren, you are a life saver.

Alexis Kriel

Nicci Wright

Lexi is a director for the African Pangolin Working Group and has a keen
interest in pangolins. She spends many hours out in the field walking
with them, and she is passionate about their care and conservation.
Her other loves include hadedas (yes, you read that correctly, someone
loves hadedas), smaller garden birds and vervet monkeys. She has a
gentle touch and she has raised many nestling birds.

Nicci Wright is a wildlife rehabilitation specialist with over 20 years of
practical experience. She has worked with more than 350 different
species of indigenous birds, mammals and reptiles. Her expertise
lies in a range of rehabilitation areas such as diagnosing, treatments
and care, wildlife behaviour and release techniques. She is one of the
directors of our NPC and forms an integral part of our organisation.
With her species of interest being otter, honey badger and pangolin,
she is a member of the IUCN SSC Otter Specialist Group, the African
Otter Advisory Group, and the IUCN SSC Pangolin Specialist Group.
She is a founding director of the African Pangolin Working Group and
the Wildlife Project Manager of the Humane Society International –
Africa. She is often the calm voice in the many storms we weather,
and her advice often saves the day.

Thank you, Lexi, your passion for wildlife always shines through.

Penelope Morkel
Penny is a highly respected wildlife rehabilitator and one of the
directors of our NPC. She supervises many of our pangolin releases
and spends countless nights with them in the field ensuring that they
are coping in their new environment. She has over 10 years’
experience and has helped establish protocols for the treatment,
rehabilitation, and release of over 300 species of indigenous wildlife.
At the moment she is mostly involved in consultation work, and
training within the field of wildlife rehabilitation.
Thank you, Pen, you are part of the hospital heartbeat.

Thank you, Nicci, our hospital cannot function without you.

Dr K
Dr K is a registered veterinarian with 16 years’ experience in small
animal medicine and surgery. She has a passion for wildlife and
realised that there aren’t many vets that focus on, or are aware of,
how to treat smaller wildlife. Deciding to focus on her passion, the
dream of Johannesburg Wildlife Vet was realised. Dr K is a
mastermind at treating and coming up with world-first treatments
for our urban wildlife, and she works tirelessly and commits herself
to each and every patient that comes through our doors. She is on
call 24/7 not only to our hospital, but avails herself to many other
wildlife within South Africa, due to her ingenious ideas and vast
wildlife knowledge. While all our patients receive her undivided
attention, Dr K is pivotal in the rehabilitation and treatment protocol
of pangolins. When Dr K is not at our hospital, she is completing her
master’s degree specialising in pangolins, honing her photography
skills, and spending time with her children.
Our hospital wouldn’t exist without you!

